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Aviation asserts its
dentials

Called FODetect-Intersections,
the feature “is a unique scalable
syslem” that can be implemented
rapidly to cover critical airside
intersections where FOD inci-
dents are most likely to occur,
Xsight Systems stated.

Intersections are more prone
to FOD, the company argued,
because objects dropped where
laxiways cross — by luggage carts,
cleaning vehicles, or other ground
support equipment — can be
picked up by an aircraft causing
immediate damage or get dropped
further along on the runway.

FODetect-Intersections also
includes a new patent-pending
FOD source ascription capabil-
ity that enables identification of
the FOD’s origin, which. Xsight
claims this in turn allows airport
staff to notify the airline or
ground handler of any lost me-
chanical parts, “or to otherwise
identify the source causing the
debris, including providing videc
documentation of the event”.

The baseline FODetect system
blends high-resolution camera
imagery and millimetre-wave rada
data, and is mounted on runway
edge lights. The US Federal Avia-
lion Administration is evalualing
the device at Boston Logan
International Airport, listing it as
an ‘acceptable’ technology in its
September 2009 Advisory Circular
on automatic FOD detection, BV



